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"The Devil make his
Christmas Pie of

LAWYERS' TONGUES"

5O GOES THE OLD SAYING

For centuries, the practice of law has been
a profession alternately respected and hated,
but always needed, by the public. Because of
the need for guidance in complex personal,
financial, and family affairs, lawyers have
had a special place in the lives of the clients
they serve.

During the early history of the American
republic, there was a general assumption of
the basic integrity of the law and of lawyers.
However, within the past generation, our
society has been shaken by scandals in high
places — government, business, the stock
market. The basic values of our culture have
been questioned, attacked, and in many cases
abandoned. During these past years we have
seen increasing use of alcohol, cocaine,
crack, and other addictive chemicals by all
sectors of our society.

Because of the visibility of the lawyer in
our society and particularly the lawyer's high
profile in the media, public attention has
often focused on a lack of integrity in the
legal profession where alcoholic and sub-
stance-abusing lawyers have raided client
trust funds or otherwise compromised clients'
affairs. Suits by clients against those lawyers
have caused massive malpractice claims,
some justified and some not, and have
resulted in high costs to the profession which
must eventually be passed on to the clients.

Change is being imposed upon the profes-
sion by lawyers, local Bar Associations, the
State Bar, and The American Bar
Association. What is happening is a recogni-
tion of the truth of the maxim — "A person's
worth to a community or nation is no longer
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measured by his physical assets, but rather by
his ability to render service to humanity.”
This was written by J. C. Penney in 1921, and
the message of that saying's philosophy,
ignored for the past two decades, is again
beginning to emerge in our society.

Today, we see an increased awareness in
the legal community of the damage being
done to our society by use of mind-altering
chemicals: alcohol. cocaine. crack. manjuana,
valium, and countless others. These are posi-
tive changes which are in tune with both the
currents of society and the needs of the legal
profession. The State Bar and volunteer groups
of lawyers and judges are acting, through edu-
cation and through improvements in the
Discipline System, to improve the public's
respect for and the integrity of the lawyer.

Do alcoholism and other forms of chemical
dependency really constitute a disease?

Quite simply stated, yes. Alcoholism (or
other forms of chemical dependency) is a dis-
ease. The American Medical Association has
understood this for over thirty years.
Hundreds of papers and studies in the field
during the last few years alone continue to
document and explain the disease.

Alcoholism is a primary, chronic, disease
with genetic, psychosocial and environmental
factors influencing its development and mani-
festations. The disease is often progressive
and fatal. It is characterized by continuous or
periodic impaired control over drinking, pre-
occupation with the drug alcohol, use of alco-
hol despite adverse consequences and distor-
tions in thinking, most notably denial.

Genetically speaking, some studies have



¢

shown a 45% greater chance of being an active alcoholic if one parent has the disease,
and a 93% greater chance if both parents have the disease. What some choose to call a

_morality issue is an inherited predisposition over which the victim has no control.

hlcohol is a primary, progressive, chronic, and fatal medical disease. However, it is
also very treatable.

Perhaps the following test is a good place to start in looking for one who might be in
trouble or be getting into trouble:

l. Someone who must drink in order to function or to cope with life.

2. Someone who frequently drinks to the state of commonly recognizable
intoxication.

3. Someone who goes to work (or school) intoxicated. is intoxicated at work (school)
or who has lost a job (or had academic difficulty) because of drinking or using.

4. Someone who drives a car when intoxicated.

5. Someone who sustains a physical injury requiring medical treatment as a result of
intoxication.

6. Someone who does something that he or she would never otherwise do because of
being under the influence of alcohol or some other drug.

But even before this, such warning signs as the need to drink before facing certain
situations. frequent drinking sprees, a steady increase in intake. solitary drinking, early
morning drinking, or the appearance of "blackouts” can be indicators of problems
already or problems on the horizon.

The purpose of The Other Bar is to provide any lawyer. judge, family member, or
firm in the State of California with immediate confidential. free assistance and ongoing

Emphasis in -

e Tax Matters & Controversies
Business Transactions & Litigation
Estate Planning
Asset Protection
Post-Mortem Planning & Probate
Service as Receiver

(714) 682-4121
2000 Market Street
Riverside, CA 92501

Referral Arrangements

group support to overcome the horrible
damages of alcohol/drug in people's
personal lives and  professional
activities.

THE OTHER B AR offers

+ The toll free telephone — 800-
222-0767 24 hours each day.

» Assistance when detox centers are
needed.

* Local Other Bar groups working as
a team to assist with the affected law-
yer's office, administrative caseload,
and immediate court problems during
treatment and initial recovery.

» Confidential assistance to law
firms when behavior of employees or
partners is inappropriate because of vis-
ible use of alcohol/drugs.

« Personal review and referral to
appropriate treatment facilities or pro-
fessional therapists.

+ After-care follow up and support
by volunteer lawyers and local Other
Bar groups for lawyers, families. and
firms.

» Statewide retreat/workshops for
lawyers, families, and firms.

« Immediate assistance to the courts
when inappropriate behavior of a law-
yer delays or damages the court pro-
cess, other lawyers, or clients.

The Other Bar is an organization of
volunteer lawyers. They give their time
and their effort to assist other lawyers
and judges who want help. None of the
officers, or members of The Other Bar
are compensated for their time or ser-
vice. All lawyers should be aware of
and take advantage of this assistance
which The Other Bar can provide.

This information, brought to you
with the help of past and current direc-
tors of The Other Bar, may prove inval-
uable to you, your family, your friends,
your firm,

Local meetings and other informa-
tion can be had by calling 714/683-
403
An exclusively woman's group 1
starting in November, meeting in
Corona. Please call the "800" number
or the local number for more
information. H
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