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he Riverside County Bar Association has led the
way in the state in publishing several success sto-
ries of members of The Other Bar, a statewide net-
work of recovering legal professionals, primarily
lawyers and judges, dedicated to confidentially
assisting others within the profession still suffering the ravages
of alcoholism and/or other drug dependency.

Started by a small group of Los Angeles lawyers, a judge and
an alcohol counselor which met confidentially and began to
reach out to attomeys who seemed to have a problem with
behavior in the courts because of excessive use of alcohol/drugs,
in 1973 the first “Lawyers Forum” meeting was held on a
Wednesday night. The L.A. meeting has not missed even one
Wednesday night since.

A Riverside meeting was attempted several times over the

lars, but was not successful until a small group of dedicated
individuals set up a meeting that originated in a garage in
Bloomington in 1988. That meeting has grown continuously
since and maintains meetings every Monday night, rain or shine,
work day or holiday.

Out of the original meetings in Los Angeles and San
Francisco grew several other meetings across the state, and then
across the country as the news and success stories spread. Muiti-
state regional meetings and conventions now take place, and an
ILAA Convention (International Lawyers in Alcoholics
Anonymous comprised of recovering lawyers and judges from
at least Canada, USA, Mexico, Britain, and the European conti-
nent) is held annually.

The Other Bar has been the leader and model for all state and
national bodies of legal professionals helping each other with

~ chemical dependency. The Other Bar is considered a major

‘\\

resource for understanding and dealing with alcoholism and
drug dependency in lawyers and judges, yet the primary reason
for its success is its demand for complete confidentiality and
complete anonymity.
1 was fortunate to serve as the president of The Other Bar
1991-1993, and in that time worked closely with the State Bar,
the American Bar Association, and others who recognize and
<52 developing programs to overcome the devastation on the

Adividual, the family, and the clients that is wrought through
alcoholism/drug dependency (it is estimated that two of every
ten lawyers may have problems of chemical dependency of
some type). | can tell you, without any reservation whatsoever,
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that the leadership of the RCBA and the Bar Bulletin has been at
the forefront in making this program of recovery available to
those who need to hear of it in our area.

The lawyers and judges of The Other Bar have experienced
the personal damage of the disease of alcoholism/addiction in
their own lives and profession and now provide any lawyer,
judge and/or family member immediate confidential free assis-
tance and ongoing personal and group support in overcoming the
disease process.

The Other Bar statewide (anonymous and confidential)
number is 1-800-222-0767. Local meeting information:
909/683-4030.

WANTED !!
ARBITRATORS !!

The Better Business Bureau’s ADR Division will frain Arbitrator
candidates at a three day, one evening training session.

This activity has been approved for Minimum Continuing
Legal Education credit by the State Bar of California in the
amount of 24 hours, of which 1 hour will apply to iegal eth-
Ics and 1 hour will apply to elimination of bias.

Training dates and times are:

* Wednesday, September 7th, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
e Thursday, September 8th, from 8:00 a.m. o 5:00 p.m.

* Friday, September 9th, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm.

* Saturday, September 10th, 2/3 day a written exam and
mock arbitration role play (mandatory).

It you or someone you know would like to become a
Certified Consumer/Business Arbitrator, please call 909/
825-0490 or 800/955-5100 to request an application.

This Stafe Bar recognized pro bono opportunity is a unique
forum for local aftorneys to exercise the authority and con-
trol specitic to an arbitration bearing. We have a full
administrative staff to handle the procedural structure and
paperwork.

Ask for Terry Williams to discuss this further.
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